miRNA in embryonic development: the taming of Nodal signaling.
The TGF-beta family member Nodal is one of the most potent molecules known to an embryo. Studies on Nodal regulation thus far have focused on its transcription, maturation, and interaction with antagonists. Two recent studies on the role of microRNAs (miRNAs) in Nodal signaling now reveal that something important was missing from the picture.